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VENEZUELA: CARACAS GOVERNOR PRAISES ARMED FORCES, POLICE 
PAOGO2Z140492 CARACAS VENEZOLANA DE TELEVISION NETWORK IN SPANISH 
1200 GMT 4 FEB 92 

[INTERVIEW WITH CARACAS GOVERNOR ANTONIO LEDEZMA BY UNIDENTIFIED 
REPORTERS IW CARACAS ON 4 FEBRUARY -- LIVE) 


LAm<TEXT> - 
{TEXT} [REPORTER} GOVERNOR, WHAT IS THE SITUATION IW THE 
CAPITAL CITY? 

[LEDEZMA) 17 1S UNDER CONTROL. 1 CAME TO MY OFFICE AS SOON AS I! 
HEARD THE NEWS; THAT WAS BETWEEN 0000 AND 0100. 1 WAVE BEEN HERE 
WITH THE METROPOLITAN POLICE CONFRONTING THIS SITUATION. THE PEOPLE 
HAVE UNITED THANKS TO DEMOCRACY, WHICH IS A SYSTEM WE MUST PRESERVE, 
AND TO OUR ARMED FORCES, THE SOLDIERS LOYAL TO POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY 
AND THE LETTER AWD SPIRIT OF OUR CONSTITUTION WHO HAVE DISPLAYED 
CIVIC PRIDE, BRAVERY, AND RESPECT FOR THESE SACRED PRINCIPLES. I 
BELIEVE THIS REGRETTABLE EXPERIENCE HAS SROUGHT VENEZUELA TOGETHER 
TO PROTECT THE DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM. 3 ; 

[REPORTER] GOVERNOR, THERE ARE REPORTS TO THE EFFECT THAT THERE 


“ARE PROBLEMS WITHIN THE METROPOLITAN POLICE IN COTIZA. Is THIS > 


TRUE? : 
[LEDEZMA} AT THIS MOMENT I CAN INFORM THE PEOPLE OF CARACAS AND 
ALL OF VENEZUELA THAT A LIEUTENANT FROM THE PARATROOPER GROUP 
SURRENDERED WITH A GROUP OF SOLDIERS AND THAT HE IS IW THE CUSTOOY 
OF THE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE DIRECTORATE . 7 ; 

[REPORTER] 11 HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED THAT THERE WERE MANY CASUALTIES 
AMONG THE MUNICIPAL POLICE IN SUCRE DISTRICT, WHO UPON LEARNING OF 
TRE COUP ATTEMPT CANE TO LA CASONA TO DEFEND THE FREEDOM OF THE 
FACILITY. WHAT IS YOUR OPINION OF THIS REPORT? 1S 17 TRUE? HOW 
MANY WERE KILLED? . f : om c. 

[LEDEZMA] 1 DO KOT HAVE ANY INFORMATION ON CASUALTIES. I AM 
AWARE THAT THIS BODY OF POLICEMEN, AS WELL AS OTHER MEN ANO WOMEN 
FROM THE POLICE FORCE, COOPERATED. THEY JOINED TOGETHER TO DEFEND 
DEMOCRACY. : a 

REPORTER] WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE WILL HAPPEN IN THE WEXT FEW HOURS? 
WILL THE SITUATION BE BROUGHT TOTALLY UNDER CONTROL THROUGHOUT THE 
COUNTRY? : . : 

[LEDEZMA) WE ARE ABOUT TO CONTROL THE SITUATION. THE . 
METROPOLITAN POLICE AND THE NATIONAL GUARD ARE PATROLLING THE 
STREETS OF CARACAS, TRAFFIC 1S WORMAL, AND THE PEOPLE ARE BREATHING 
FREELY NOW BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH THE CONFLICT 1S STILL RECENT, THE ARMED 
FORCES AND POLICE FORCES WAVE ACTED ASSERTIVELY. 


[REPORTER] ARE THERE SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PEOPLE? REPORTS .. 


HAVE IT THAT THE CARACAS SUBWAY 1S WOT OPERATING. IS THERE ANY 
TRANSPORTATION? WHAT IS THE SITUATION? : 

{LEDEZMA] THE PEOPLE MIST HELP US BY BEING GOOD CITIZENS AND BY © 
DISPLAYING THEIR LOYALTY TO DEMOCRACY. WITW THIS GOOO BEHAVIOR, - 
THEY WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE STRUGGLE. WE ARE ALL WAGING TO PREVENT A 
SEDITIOUS GROUP, ENCOURAGED BY ULTERIOR MOTIVES, FROM DESTROYING 
THIS DEMOCRATIC PROJECT ATTAINED THROUGH THE EFFORT AND BLOOD OF THE 
GENERATION THAT FOUNDED THE SYSTEM. : 

[REPORTER] ARE THERE SERVICES, MR. GOVERNOR? IS THERE ANY 
TRANSPORTATION? © (LEDEZMA] YES, AND TRANSPORTATION WILL INCREASE AS THE DAY 


PROGRESSES. 
04 FEB 14132 KC 
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. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

pO}: «<U) - 920204. 

REQS: (U) T-SCI-26301-25-90; T-3EX- 1100-06-90; 
4-4BX-2200-04-90. - 
“SOURCE: (U) MEMBER USDAO CARACAS. 

<TEXT> 

SUMMARY: (CC) FIGHTING AT LA CARLOTA AIR BASE 

TEXT: 1. (C) 13252 FEB FIGHTING AT CARLOTTA AIRBASE“S, 
WAS APPARENTLY STOPPED WITH HE NS RS RERTRCS — 
SECURITY FORCES LOYAL TO GOVERNMENT CONDUCTING SWEEP AND 
DAMAGE ASSESSMENT WHILE TUCANO MAKE LOW PASSES OVER THE 
FIELD. : 

2. (CC) WOUNDED AND PRISONERS CAN BE SEEN LAYENG IN > 
FIELDS SURROUNDING AIRFIELD. 

COMMENTS: (U) (FIELD COMMENTS) NONE. 
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